
Noon Bible Study: Exile (Pt. 1)
Today’s Purpose: Explain what happened after 2 Kings 25.

 Temple destroyed, Jerusalem destroyed
 People exiled to Babylon during the reign of Nebuchadnezzar

2 Chronicles 36:11-21 - Summary Of Jerusalem’s Final Days

v. 21 - “to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah”.  Jeremiah’s prophecy is before the actual exile

Jeremiah 25:1-6, 7 - Jeremiah is preaching, but the people aren’t listening

Jeremiah has been speaking to the people of Judah and Jerusalem for years.  His message was a call for repentance and return 
to the LORD.  Yet in all his preaching, the people did not listen to God’s words (through Jeremiah).

Jeremiah 25:8-11 - Specific Consequence For Judah’s Disobedience: 70 Year Exile

Jeremiah tells the people that because of their disobedience, The LORD is raising up Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar) to destroy 
Jerusalem and lead the nation into exile for 70 years.

This prophecy is in line with what God had already told the nation, even as far back as Moses’ day in the book of Leviticus.

Leviticus 26:14-15 - 'But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all these commandments,  15 if, instead, you 
reject My statutes, and if your soul abhors My ordinances so as not to carry out all My commandments, and so 
break My covenant,...

(the LORD outlines various plagues and consequences that would come upon them to call them back to Him)...

Leviticus 26:27-39 - 'Yet if in spite of this you do not obey Me, but act with hostility against Me,  28 then I will 
act with wrathful hostility against you, and I, even I, will punish you seven times for your sins.  29 'Further, you 
will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters you will eat.  30 'I then will destroy your high 
places, and cut down your incense altars, and heap your remains on the remains of your idols, for My soul shall 
abhor you.  31 'I will lay waste your cities as well and will make your sanctuaries desolate, and I will not smell 
your soothing aromas.  32 'I will make the land desolate so that your enemies who settle in it will be appalled over 
it.  33 'You, however, I will scatter among the nations and will draw out a sword after you, as your land becomes 
desolate and your cities become waste.  34 'Then the land will enjoy its sabbaths all the days of the desolation, 
while you are in your enemies' land; then the land will rest and enjoy its sabbaths.  35 'All the days of its 
desolation it will observe the rest which it did not observe on your sabbaths, while you were living on it.  36 'As 
for those of you who may be left, I will also bring weakness into their hearts in the lands of their enemies. And the 
sound of a driven leaf will chase them, and even when no one is pursuing they will flee as though from the sword, 
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and they will fall.  37 'They will therefore stumble over each other as if running from the sword, although no one 
is pursuing; and you will have no strength to stand up before your enemies.  38 'But you will perish among the 
nations, and your enemies' land will consume you.  39 'So those of you who may be left will rot away because of 
their iniquity in the lands of your enemies; and also because of the iniquities of their forefathers they will rot 
away with them.

The people had ignored their calling and abused the land.  And so now they will be sent away defeated and the land will 
“rest”.  This is the purpose of the 70 year duration.  This will be a time of great sorrow.  Surely for some, there will be 
memories of how things “used to be”.  They will remember how the nation of Judah had fallen - thinking back to the days of 
King David, the dedication of Solomon’s temple, the time of Zion - the praise, the worship, the joy.  Remember, during Solomon’s 
reign, the nations of the world came to Jerusalem to learn of Yahweh’s ways.  And now the nation is scattered and small in 
number, with the time of Zion only a memory.  In fact, one of the Psalms records this sorrowful time

Psalm 137:1-6

1 By the rivers of Babylon, There we sat down and wept, When we remembered Zion.  
2 Upon the willows in the midst of it We hung our harps.  
3 For there our captors demanded of us songs, 
And our tormentors mirth, saying, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion."  

4 How can we sing the LORD'S song In a foreign land?  
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, May my right hand forget her skill.  
6 May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth If I do not remember you, 
If I do not exalt Jerusalem Above my chief joy. 

It is hard to think such a glorious time when all around you is reminders of the punishment the nation has just received. 
 But, there is more to the promise which Moses spoke to the people many years before:

Leviticus 26:40-45 - 'If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers, in their unfaithfulness 
which they committed against Me, and also in their acting with hostility against Me--  41 I also was acting with 
hostility against them, to bring them into the land of their enemies-- or if their uncircumcised heart becomes 
humbled so that they then make amends for their iniquity,  42 then I will remember My covenant with Jacob, and I 
will remember also My covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and I will remember the land. 
 43 'For the land will be abandoned by them, and will make up for its sabbaths while it is made desolate without 
them. They, meanwhile, will be making amends for their iniquity, because they rejected My ordinances and their soul 
abhorred My statutes.  44 'Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject them, 
nor will I so abhor them as to destroy them, breaking My covenant with them; for I am the LORD their God.  45 'But I 
will remember for them the covenant with their ancestors, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of 
the nations, that I might be their God. I am the LORD.'"

Along with the promise of exile, there is also the promise that if the punished people (while in exile) call to the LORD once 
again, He will have compassion on them and bring them back to His promised land.  Jeremiah continues with this truth as he 
informs the nation that they are soon going to experience the 70 year exile at Babylon’s hand.
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Jeremiah 25:12-13 - Babylon will be punished for their sins

At the end of the 70 years, the LORD will punish Babylon for her sins.  Remember, the LORD uses the pagan nation to do His 
work, but that does not imply they are not evil.  Through his judgment upon Babylon (historically through the Median-Persian 
empire), He will end the 70 years of exile.  This is where we will pick up the story of Ezra.

So now, for the next 70 years there will be a remnant of the children of Abraham (Judah in this case) that will have been 
removed from Jerusalem (we read about this in 2 Kings 25 & 2 Chronicles 36).  The city is destroyed by Babylon and the nation 
sent away.  This is all the judgment of God upon His people for their rebellion against Him.  

And so there is a small Judean community that will live in Babylon during this 70 years.  Jeremiah will actually write a 
letter to this community preparing them for the time of exile.  No amount of sacrifice or ritual is going to change the 
decree of 70 years.  So what should these people do as they wait?

Jeremiah 29:1-9 - Message To The Exiles

Jeremiah’s advice is this: get used to living as an exile in Babylon.  Start settling in, live life and do your best to be my 
people in the midst of another nation.  If you hear a so called prophet rise up in Babylon and say “we’re going back to 
Jerusalem” or “let’s rebel against Nebuchadnezzar” or something, don’t listen to them - they are not sent from the LORD.

That being said, the LORD is still with them, even while in exile.  And at the end of the 70 years, you will return to 
Jerusalem.  So keep this hope in front of you.  Remember that even though you are in a strange land, this is not your final 
home.

Jeremiah 29:10-14 - The LORD’s plan for His people.

The LORD gives hope to the nation in exile. God says “I know the plans I have for you and they are plans of good (v. 11). 
  They are to wait it out, seek the LORD, and hope in his promise of return to their land.  While this verse can be mis-applied 
to Christians in general, (as in “nothing bad is every going to happen, because God only good plans for your future”) it is a 
truth spoken to the exiles about their end of their time in Babylon.

And so before we turn to Ezra and Nehemiah, which record the historical account of the people of Judah returning to 
Jerusalem, it is important for us to see what happened after Jerusalem’s destruction.  The people are deported to Babylon 
where they will live as strangers and exiles for 70 years.  This all was their consequence for rebellion and disobedience to 
the LORD.

While they are in Babylon, they should not try to rebel, escape or return.  There is nothing they can do to change God’s mind 
about the 70 year decree.  But they should have hope - because though there is a promise of 70 years of exile, there is also 
a promise of an end to that exile.  And that is part of the complete message of Jeremiah to the people.

So the people of God, sit in exile and are called to remember the promise of God to set things right again one day.  This moment in 
Biblical history does provide us with some great direction for our lives today.
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Surely we live as Christians in a land which is not our “home.”  As the song says “this world is not my home, I’m just a passing 
through.  My treasures are laid up, somewhere beyond the blue…”  The New Testament refers to Christians as “strangers,” 
“pilgrims”, and “exiles”.  We have no country which is “God’s nation” and we wait for our King to return and “gather us together”. 
 We have a hope and future which God has declared as sure - though the world around us is bleak and we don’t “...feel at home, in 
this world anymore…”

So what do we do in the meantime? 

1 Peter 2:11-17 - Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the 
soul.  12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they 
may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.  13 Submit yourselves for the 
Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority,  14 or to governors as sent by him for the 
punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.  15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may 
silence the ignorance of foolish men.  16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as 
bondslaves of God.  17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 

We are called to live according to the constitution of Jesus (his word), while we physically dwell in a land not under his visible 
rule.

Philippians 1:27 (NLT) - Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good 
News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing side by 
side, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News.

Philippians 3:20 (ESV) - But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,

We may not be in our current situation because of sin, but the world in general is.  And rather than directing our energies towards 
rebelling against the powers of this age, we should follow the example of Jeremiah’s word to the Babylonian exiles:

Jeremiah 29:7 - Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf; for in its 
welfare you will have welfare.'

And Paul has a similar word to our generation of “exiles”

Philippians 2:14-16a -  Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  15 so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless 
and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as 
lights in the world,  16 holding fast the word of life

We pray for our neighbors and nation and shine the gospel light everywhere we go, and we wait.  We don’t get “bent out of shape” 
about how things are going...we already know the end of the story.  We put our efforts towards calling citizens of the strange land 
in which we live to join the reign of our coming king.  We don’t try and take over, nor do we get discouraged and lose hope.

Instead we stay faithful to our God and King and wait for the appointed time of recuse and restoration.  A day that is surely worth 
waiting for.
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